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to bring people together, develop inno-
vative programming, and mentor 
young leaders has helped ensure the 
long-term success of the Asian Cham-
ber well beyond just her tenure. 

She has been recognized by countless 
organizations for her business acumen 
and her heartfelt commitment to pub-
lic service. I am proud to congratulate 
Vida Lin on this special day, and I wish 
her great success in the coming term of 
her presidency. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING WHITNEY WREATH 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, one of 
the great symbols of the winter holiday 
season we are just beginning is the 
wreath. Between the beautiful green 
needles and the fragrant smell, wreaths 
are reminders of a simpler time. And 
nowhere is the wreath more emblem-
atic than my home State of Maine. In-
deed, Maine is the largest producer of 
balsam fir wreaths in America, owed in 
large part to the tree’s prevalence in 
our State’s landscape. Furthermore, 
sales of these stunning wreaths con-
tribute millions of dollars to the Maine 
economy. In recognition of these crit-
ical facts, I rise to honor the Whitney 
Wreath company, a renowned small 
business headquartered in Washington 
County. 

Whitney Wreath is in its 21st season 
of producing fragrant and vivid green 
wreaths for display during the winter 
holidays. The company was started in 
1988 when David Whitney, the com-
pany’s founder, sold handmade wreaths 
from the back of a pickup truck during 
his teenage years. Two decades later, 
Whitney Wreath is now America’s larg-
est mail-order wreath company, selling 
its products through its own Web site, 
as well as several other catalogues and 
outlets including QVC. Incredibly, its 
wreath sales are now in the hundreds of 
thousands each year. The company has 
nine facilities throughout the State, 
and is in the process of building a tenth 
to improve productivity. And this year, 
despite the turbulence in our Nation’s 
economy and an uncertain employment 
picture, Whitney Wreath was able to 
hire 250 additional employees over last 
season because of a substantial new 
contract. 

Decorated with a range of colorful 
and timely ornaments, such as pine 
cones, Maine blueberries, sleigh bells, 
and of course bright red bows, Whit-
ney’s wreaths are nothing short of 
spectacular. Made using fresh Maine 
balsam fir, the smell of a Whitney 
wreath is unmistakable, and an out-
standing symbol of the season it rep-
resents. The company also manufac-
tures a range of Christmas centerpieces 
and the unique Maine Kissing Ball, 
consisting of ‘‘snow’’ covered pine 
cones combined with brilliant red ber-
ries. 

Whitney Wreath has been celebrated 
over the years for its commitment to 

quality wreaths. In 2007, the Small 
Business Administration honored the 
company with its Jeffrey H. Butland 
Family-Owned Business of the Year 
award because of the company’s efforts 
to be involved in the community and 
provide critical employment opportu-
nities to the citizens of Downeast 
Maine. The award also paid homage to 
David Whitney’s other small busi-
nesses, Whitney’s Blueberries and 
Whitney’s Tool Shed. 

Finally, in the spirit of the holiday 
season, it is fitting to acknowledge the 
magnanimous work Whitney Wreath is 
doing to support our Nation’s breast 
cancer survivors. Last year, the com-
pany asked Facebook users to join the 
fight against breast cancer and for 
every 20 people who joined, Mr. Whit-
ney pledged to bring special wreaths 
with pink ribbons to survivors of the 
disease. On December 22, 2008, after al-
most 500 people took his message to 
heart, David Whitney arrived at Cancer 
Care of Maine in Brewer with 30 special 
wreaths. 

This year, Mr. Whitney has promised 
to donate 25 percent of every breast 
cancer awareness wreath purchased to 
the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer 
Foundation. The company has also an-
nounced that it will donate 20 percent 
of the proceeds from the sales of its 
Original Christmas Wreaths to the Na-
tional Autism Association. As we work 
to combat these terrible illnesses, I am 
proud to have caring and thoughtful in-
dividuals like David Whitney doing 
their own part to encourage and sup-
port those afflicted. 

A downeast staple for nearly a quar-
ter of a century, Whitney Wreath has 
become a leader in its field by com-
bining attention to detail and concern 
for the community. I thank David 
Whitney and everyone at Whitney 
Wreath for all they do to lift our spir-
its during the holiday season, and wish 
them many more years of success.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KENNETH 
CHRISTOPHER SATTERLEE 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Kenneth Christopher 
Satterlee, an intern in my Washington 
DC, office, for all of the hard work he 
has done for me, my staff, and the 
State of South Dakota over the past 
several months. 

Kenny is a graduate of La Jolla High 
School in San Diego, CA. Currently he 
is attending the American University, 
where he is majoring in history. He is 
a hard worker who has been dedicated 
to getting the most out of his intern-
ship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Kenny for 
all of the fine work he has done and 
wish him continued success in the 
years to come.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 

the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and a withdrawal which were referred 
to the appropriate committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:15 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1319. An act to prevent the inad-
vertent disclosure of information on a com-
puter through certain ‘‘peer-to-peer’’ file 
sharing programs without first providing no-
tice and obtaining consent from an owner or 
authorized user of the computer. 

H.R. 1854. An act to amend the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 1992 to modify 
an environmental infrastructure project for 
Big Bear Lake, California. 

H.R. 2134. An act to establish the Western 
Hemisphere Drug Policy Commission. 

H.R. 2221. An act to protect consumers by 
requiring reasonable security policies and 
procedures to protect data containing per-
sonal information, and to provide for nation-
wide notice in the event of a security breach. 

H.R. 2278. An act to direct the President to 
transmit to Congress a report on anti-Amer-
ican incitement to violence in the Middle 
East, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2711. An act to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to provide for the transpor-
tation of the dependents, remains, and ef-
fects of certain Federal employees who die 
while performing official duties or as a re-
sult of the performance of official duties. 

H.R. 3224. An act to authorize the Board of 
Regents of the Smithsonian Institution to 
plan, design, and construct a vehicle mainte-
nance building at the vehicle maintenance 
branch of the Smithsonian Institution lo-
cated in Suitland, Maryland, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 4165. An act to extend through Decem-
ber 31, 2010, the authority of the Secretary of 
the Army to accept and expend funds con-
tributed by non-Federal public entities to ex-
pedite the processing of permits. 

H.R. 4217. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the funding 
and expenditure authority of the Airport and 
Airway Trust Fund, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to extend authorizations for the 
airport improvement program, and for other 
purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 199. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the 10th Anniversary of the redesig-
nation of Company E, 100th Battalion, 442d 
Infantry Regiment of the United States 
Army and the sacrifice of the soldiers of 
Company E and their families in support of 
the United States. 

H. Con. Res. 206. Concurrent resolution 
commending the soldiers and civilian per-
sonnel stationed at Fort Gordon and their 
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families for their service and dedication to 
the United States and recognizing the con-
tributions of Fort Gordon to Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom 
and its role as a pivotal communications 
training installation. 

H. Con. Res. 213. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress for and soli-
darity with the people of El Salvador as they 
persevere through the aftermath of tor-
rential rains which caused devastating flood-
ing and deadly mudslides. 

H. Con. Res. 218. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing sympathy for the 57 civilians who 
were killed in the southern Philippines on 
November 23, 2009. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The President pro tempore (Mr. 
BYRD) reported that he had signed the 
following enrolled bill, which was pre-
viously signed by the Speaker of the 
House: 

S. 1422. An act to amend the Family and 
Medical Leave Act of 1993 to clarify the eligi-
bility requirements with respect to airline 
flight crews. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1319. To prevent the inadvertent dis-
closure of information on a computer 
through the use of certain ‘‘peer-to-peer’’ file 
sharing programs without first providing no-
tice and obtaining consent from an owner or 
authorized user of the computer; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

H.R. 1854. An act to amend the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 1992 to modify 
an environmental infrastructure project for 
Big Bear Lake, California; to the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources. 

H.R. 2134. An act to establish the Western 
Hemisphere Drug Policy Commission; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

H.R. 2221. An act to protect consumers by 
requiring reasonable security policies and 
procedures to protect data containing per-
sonal information, and to provide for nation-
wide notice in the event of a security breach; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

H.R. 2278. An act to direct the President to 
transmit to Congress a report on anti-Amer-
ican incitement to violence in the Middle 
East, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

H.R. 2711. An act to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to provide for the transpor-
tation of the dependents, remains, and ef-
fects of certain Federal employees who die 
while performing official duties or as a re-
sult of the performance of official duties; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

The following concurrent resolutions 
were read, and referred as indicated: 

H. Con. Res. 196. Concurrent resolution 
making corrections in the enrollment of the 
bill H.R. 2647; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

H. Con. Res. 199. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the 10th Anniversary of the redesig-
nation of Company E, 100th Battalion, 442d 
Infantry Regiment of the United States 
Army and the sacrifice of the soldiers of 
Company E and their families in support of 
the United States; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

H. Con. Res. 206. Concurrent resolution 
commending the soldiers and civilian per-

sonnel stationed at Fort Gordon and their 
families for their service and dedication to 
the United States and recognizing the con-
tributions of Fort Gordon to Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom 
and its role as a pivotal communications 
training installation; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

H. Con. Res. 213. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress for and soli-
darity with the people of El Salvador as they 
persevere through the aftermath of tor-
rential rains which caused devastating flood-
ing and deadly mudslides; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

H. Con. Res. 218. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing sympathy for the 57 civilians who 
were killed in the southern Philippines on 
November 23, 2009; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, December 9, 2009, she 
had presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bill: 

S. 1422. An act to amend the Family and 
Medical Leave Act of 1993 to clarify the eligi-
bility requirements with respect to airline 
flight crews. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. LIEBERMAN, from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment: 

S. 574. A bill to enhance citizen access to 
Government information and services by es-
tablishing that Government documents 
issued to the public must be written clearly, 
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 111–102). 

By Mr. LIEBERMAN, from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute: 

S. 1288. A bill to authorize appropriations 
for grants to the States participating in the 
Emergency Management Assistance Com-
pact, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 111– 
103). 

By Mr. LIEBERMAN, from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs: 

Report to accompany S. 1261, a bill to re-
peal title II of the REAL ID Act of 2005 and 
amend title II of the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002 to better protect the security, con-
fidentiality, and integrity of personally iden-
tifiable information collected by States 
when issuing driver’s licenses and identifica-
tion documents, and for other purposes 
(Rept. No. 111–104). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. BEGICH (for himself and Ms. 
SNOWE): 

S. 2852. A bill to establish, within the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, an integrated and comprehensive 
ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, and atmos-
pheric research, prediction, and environ-
mental information program to support re-
newable energy; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. CONRAD (for himself, Mr. 
GREGG, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. 
CHAMBLISS, Mr. NELSON of Florida, 
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. BAYH, Mr. 
VOINOVICH, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. 
LEMIEUX, Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Mr. 
ALEXANDER, Mr. BENNET, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, Mr. 
BROWNBACK, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
CORKER, Mr. WARNER, Mrs. 
HUTCHISON, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. ENZI, 
Mr. DORGAN, Mr. BOND, Mr. BENNETT, 
Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. JOHANNS, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. MCCAIN, and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 2853. A bill to establish a Bipartisan 
Task Force for Responsible Fiscal Action, to 
assure the long-term fiscal stability and eco-
nomic security of the Federal Government of 
the United States, and to expand future pros-
perity growth for all Americans; to the Com-
mittee on the Budget . 

By Mr. KOHL (for himself and Mr. 
HATCH): 

S. 2854. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend and modify the 
credit for new qualified hybrid motor vehi-
cles, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ: 

S. 2855. A bill to reallocate a portion of the 
Troubled Asset Relief Program to increase 
lending to main street; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself and Mr. 
KIRK): 

S. 2856. A bill to allow the United States- 
Canada Transboundary Resource Sharing 
Understanding to be considered an inter-
national agreement for the purposes of sec-
tion 304(e)(4) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fish-
ery Conservation and Management Act; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, Mr. 
HATCH, Ms. STABENOW, and Mr. 
LUGAR): 

S. 2857. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand the qualifying 
advanced energy project credit; to the Com-
mittee on Finance . 

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. KERRY, and Mr. CASEY): 

S. 2858. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to establish an Office of 
Mitochondrial Disease at the National Insti-
tutes of Health, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. INOUYE (for himself, Mr. 
ROCKEFELLER, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. NEL-
SON of Florida, and Mr. KERRY): 

S. 2859. A bill to reauthorize the Coral Reef 
Conservation Act of 2000, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. DODD: 

S. 2860. A bill to protect students from in-
appropriate seclusion and physical restraint, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself and Ms. 
LANDRIEU): 

S. 2861. A bill to amend the Trade Act of 
1974 to establish an Assistant United States 
Trade Representative for Small Business, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself and Ms. 
LANDRIEU): 

S. 2862. A bill to amend the Small Business 
Act to improve the Office of International 
Trade, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship. 
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